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The  White  House, 

W  as  king  ton. 

To  the  United  States  Coast  Guard: 


December  15,  1939. 


The  Coast  Guard  has  faithfully  maintained  the  splendid  traditions 
of  the  Service  throughout  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  close  and  thus 
continues  to  merit  the  full  confidence  of  the  Nation. 

To  its  military  and  civilian  personnel  I  extend  the  best  wishes  for 
a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Franklin  D  Roosevelt 

Commander  in  Chief. 


To  these  words  of  greeting  from  the  President,  the  Commandant  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Guard  made  the  following  reply : 

My  Dear  Mr.  President  :  This  acknowledges  your  kind  and  thought¬ 
ful  Holiday  Greetings  to  the  personnel  of  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard — which,  as  you  request,  will  be  transmitted  to  them  by  radio  on 
Christmas  Eve. 

Your  manifestations  of  interest  in  and  praise  of  the  work  done  by 
our  forces  is,  I  assure  you,  a  major  factor  in  past  accomplishments,  as 
well  as  an  inspiration  to  future  progress. 


Faithfully  yours, 


R.  R.  Waesche. 
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COMMISSIONS  ISSUED  TO  42  OFFI¬ 
CERS  AND  EMPLOYEES  OF  FOR¬ 
MER  LIGHTHOUSE  SERVICE 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  August  5,  1989,  entitled  “An 
Act  to  perfect  the  consolidation  of  the 
Lighthouse  Service  with  the  Coast 
Guard  by  authorizing  the  commission¬ 
ing,  appointment,  and  enlistment  in  the 
Coast  Guard  of  certain  officers  and  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  Lighthouse  Service,  and 
for  other  purposes,”  42  persons  have 
been  commissioned  in  the  Coast  Guard, 
with  the  ranks  indicated. 

Charles  A.  Park,  former  deputy  com¬ 
missioner  of  lighthouses,  has  been  com¬ 
missioned  a  captain,  and  assigned  to 
Coast  Guard  headquarters  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  While  the  maintenance  of 
nids  to  marine  navigation  was  admin¬ 
istered  as  a  part  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  the  agency  responsible  being 
known  as  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  or 
the  L;ghthouse  Service,  Captain  Park 
served  as  assistant  to  the  commissioner 
of  lighthouses.  Before  his  appointment 
as  deputy  commissioner  of  lighthouses 
he  served  for  some  time  as  chief  en¬ 
gineer  of  the  service,  and  previous  to 
that  was  in  charge  of  the  eleventh 
lighthouse  district  embracing  the  United 
States  waters  of  Lakes  Superior,  Huron, 
St.  Clair,  and  adjacent  waters  of  the 
Great  Lakes.  He  graduated  from  Ohio 
State  University  in  1907,  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  civil  engineer,  and  was  selected 
on  graduation  a  member  of  the  honorary 
scientific  society  Sigma  Xi.  He  is  an 
associate  member  of  the  American  So¬ 
ciety  of  Civil  Engineers,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Detroit  Engineering  Society, 
and  the  Washington  Society  of  En¬ 
gineers. 

Ralph  R.  Tinkham,  former  chief  engi¬ 
neer  of  the  Lighthouse  Service,  has  been 
commissioned  a  captain,  and  assigned 
to  Coast  Guard  headquarters.  Captain 
Tinkham,  before  his  appointment  as 
chief  engineer  and  assignment  to  the 
Washington  office  of  the  Lighthouse 
Service,  was  superintendent  of  the 
seventeenth  lighthouse  district,  embrac¬ 
ing  the  waters  of  Washington  and  Ore¬ 
gon  and  including  Puget  Sound  and  the 
Columbia  River.  Previous  to  this  he 
was  superintendent  of  lighthouses  in 
Honolulu,  having  direct  supervision  of 
navigational  aids  in  the  Hawaiian  Is¬ 
lands.  He  graduated  from  the  engi¬ 
neering  college  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  1905,  with  the  degree  of 
B.  S.  in  civil  engineering.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  national  scien¬ 
tific  honors  society  of  Sigma  Xi,  and 


is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of 
Civil  Engineers. 

Other  lighthouse  personnel  commis¬ 
sioned  are  the  following : 

Commanders,  with  rank  from  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1939 :  Roscoe  House,  Frederick 
Paul  Dillon,  Edward  Cressey  Merrill, 
Norman  Cyril  Manyon,  Guy  Burdette 
Skinner,  Frederick  Charles  Hingsburg, 
William  Henry  Barton,  Gideon  Wesley 
Hitchens,  Ray  Lyton  Hankinson. 

Lieutenant  Commanders,  with  rank 
from  December  1,  1939 :  Frank  William 
Ockenfelds,  Carl  Field  Ganong,  Law¬ 
rence  Merle  Harding,  Morris  Gibson 
Jory,  Anthony  Michael  Zibilich,  Dwight 
Atwater  Chase,  Frank  Ray  Bellamy. 

Lieutenants,  with  rank  from  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1939 :  Henry  Edward  Litchfield, 
William  Gordon  Wallace,  Thomas  Samp¬ 
son,  Henry  Benners  Haskins,  Harry 
Stephen  Salzer,  Verne  Cyril  Gibson, 
Roswell  Gallup  Lamp,  George  Casper 
Balzer,  Charles  da  Rocha  Monteiro, 
Hugh  Donald  Wear,  Daniel  Joseph 
Lucinski,  George  Arthur  Piper. 

Lieutenants  (junior  grade),  with  rank 
from  December  1,  1939 :  Harold  Libby 
Durgin,  Joseph  Raymond  Davis,  Ellis 
Samuel  Gordon,  Myron  Wendell  Caskey, 
Forrest  Arnold  Tinsler,  Julian  Simeon 
Loewus,  Joseph  Anthony  Ciccolella, 
Ralph  Sylvester  Feola,  Howard  William 
Schleiter,  Richard  Heymes  Fairman. 

Ensigns,  with  rank  from  December  1, 
1939.  Thomas  Gorman  Byrne,  and 
Leslie  Glenn  Haverland. 

COMMANDANT  TO  BROADCAST 

HOLIDAY  GREETINGS  DECEM¬ 
BER  24 

Rear  Admiral  R.  R.  Waesche,  Com¬ 
mandant,  United  States  Coast  Guard, 
was  among  the  speakers  on  the  spe¬ 
cial  Christmas  program  arranged  by 
the  Mutual  Broadcasting  Co.,  which 
was  on  the  air  the  night  of  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  between  8  and  9  p.  m.  Christ¬ 
mas  greetings  were  broadcast  by  the 
Commandant  at  that  time,  when  ad¬ 
ministrative  heads  of  other  Govern¬ 
ment  services  were  also  among  the 
speakers. 

REAR  ADMIRAL  JOHNSON  REAP¬ 
POINTED  ENGINEER  IN  CHIEF 

Rear  Admiral  Harvey  F.  Johnson  has 
been  reappointed  Engineer  in  Chief  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Guard,  for  an 
additional  period  of  4  years,  beginning 
December  18,  1939.  Rear  Admiral 

Johnson,  who  was  appointed  a  cadet 
(engineering)  in  the  Revenue  Cutter 
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Service  in  1907,  and  who  has  served 
aboard  a  large  number  of  Coast  Guard 
cutters,  was  made  a  commander  in  1929. 
He  was  appointed  engineer  in  chief  on 
May  14,  1936,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear 
admiral  on  May  24, 1939.  Rear  Admiral 
Johnson  is  a  graduate  of  the  Cornell 
University  School  of  Engineering. 

MARITIME  SERVICE  TRAINING 
SHIP  ON  CRUISE 

The  Maritime  Service  training  ship 
American  Seaman  left  her  permanent 
base  at  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  for  a  cruise  to  St.  Thomas  in  the 
Virgin  Islands  and  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico,  and  was  scheduled  to  return  to 
St.  Petersburg  on  December  20.  On 
board  were  250  enrollees  selected  from 
the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps.  These 
men  have  been  enrolled  in  the  Maritime 
Service  as  apprentice  seamen  for  1 
year’s  training,  by  arrangement  with  the 
War  Department  and  the  Director  of  the 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  and  have 
had  no  previous  seagoing  experience. 

The  American  Seaman  and  the  Joseph 
Conrad  have  now  taken  up  their  new 
permanent  stations  at  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.,  and  present  plans  also  call  for  a 
shore  training  station  there  to  be  ready 
by  April  1940,  when  a  second  class  of 
250  will  be  enrolled. 

Enrollees  will  average  6  months 
aboard  the  American  Seaman,  3  months 
at  the  Maritime  Service  Training  Sta¬ 
tion,  St.  Petersburg,  and  for  the  final 
3  months  of  the  year’s  training  they  will 
be  assigned  to  Coast  Guard  cutters  for 
employment  in  routine  seagoing  duty. 

The  course  of  training  provides  for 
the  same  work  for  all  for  the  first  three 
months.  Then  they  will  be  divided  into 
groups  of  deck,  engineroom,  and  stew¬ 
ards’  department  on  the  basis  of  apti¬ 
tude  and  choice  and  will  receive  in¬ 
struction  in  their  specialties  for  6 
months.  Briefly,  the  course  will  include 
class-room  work  in  general  studies  and 
technical  subjects,  practical  work  in 
ship’s  upkeep  and  routine,  and  drills  and 
exercises,  and  will  aim  toward  turning 
out  high-grade  able  seamen. 

Considerable  caution  has  been  exer¬ 
cised  against  flooding  the  shipping  in¬ 
dustry  with  men  for  whom  no  jobs  are 
available.  It  has  been  conservatively 
estimated  that  in  normal  times  5,000 
annual  replacements  are  required  in 
the  American  Merchant  Marine,  and 
even  with  the  present  dislocation  in 
American  shipping  there  seems  every 
likelihood  that  the  demand  for  well- 
trained  men  by  the  industry  will  absorb 
these  young  men. 
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CAPTAIN  FISHER  TO  RETIRE 

Capt.  Henry  Granville  Fisher,  just  re¬ 
lieved  as  commander  of  the  Cleveland 
Coast  Guard  District,  will  retire  on 
January  1,  1940,  with  the  rank  of  rear 
admiral.  Captain  Fisher  was  born  in 
1875  and  appointed  a  cadet  in  1895.  He 
reached  the  rank  of  commander  in  1923 
and  that  of  captain  in  1926.  Among 
his  tours  of  duty  were  those  of  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Great  Lakes  Division  in 
1928,  commander  of  the  Gulf  Division 
in  1931,  and  as  commandant  of  the 
Coast  Guard  Depot  in  1934.  His  last 
assignment  was  that  as  commander  of 
the  Cleveland  district. 

GOOD-WILL  CRUISE  TO  CENTRAL 
AMERICA  AND  MEXICO 

The  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Itasca  and 
the  Patrol  Boat  Pandora  have  been  se¬ 
lected  to  make  a  good-will  cruise  to 
Central  American  ports.  The  first  port 
of  call  will  be  Mazatlan,  Mexico,  which 
will  be  reached  by  the  Itasca  on  Janu¬ 
ary  15.  The  Pandora,  from  Key  West, 
will  meet  the  Itasca  at  Acapulco  about 
January  19.  The  cruise  will  be  termi¬ 
nated  about  March  9,  at  Tampico, 
Mexico. 

The  Good-will  Cruise  is  being  under¬ 
taken  as  a  direct  result  of  the  recom¬ 
mendation  made  in  November  1938.  to 
the  President  by  the  Interdepartmental 
Committee  on  Cooperation  with  Amer¬ 
ican  Republics.  This  cruise  was  pro¬ 
jected  by  the  committee  with  the  view 
of  indicating  and  demonstrating  to  the 
governments  and  peoples  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  visited,  the  very  useful  services, 
with  special  emphasis  on  the  peacetime 
functions,  of  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard. 

Commander  (E)  E.  Reed-Hill,  who, 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  State,  made  a  preliminary  survey  of 
the  countries  to  be  included  in  the 
itinerary,  is  assigned  to  the  cruise  in  an 
advisory  and  liaison  capacity,  and  in 
such  capacity  represents  the  Com¬ 
mandant. 

A  station  crew,  consisting  of  a  chief 
boatswain  and  eight  men,  equipped 
with  beach  apparatus,  will  accompany 
the  cruise  ships,  and  will  be  prepared 
to  hold  beach-apparatus  drill  and  cap¬ 
size  drill  in  the  ports  visited. 

MOVEMENTS  OF  SHIPS 

The  Cutter  Kickapoo  which  was  re¬ 
commissioned  at  the  Coast  Guard  Depot, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  on  December  1,  departed 
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for  her  permanent  station  at  Rockland, 
Maine,  on  December  13. 

The  former  tender  Mayflower ,  now  a 
Maritime  Training  Service  vessel,  ar¬ 
rived  on  her  new  station,  Gallups  Is¬ 
land,  Boston,  Mass.,  on  December  7. 

The  125-foot  patrol  boat  Nemalia  was 
recommissioned  at  the  Coast  Guard 
Depot,  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  December  14. 
The  vessel  will  take  new  permanent 
station  at  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  replac¬ 
ing  the  125-foot  patrol  boat  Alert.  The 
Alert  will  then  undergo  extensive  re¬ 
pairs  at  the  depot,  after  which  she  will 
be  assigned  a  new  permanent  station. 

SWEDEN  BUILDS  NEW  LARGE 
MOTOR  LIEEBOAT 

According  to  the  Nautical  Magazine, 
that  well-known  marine  publication  pub¬ 
lished  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  there  has 
just  been  delivered  to  the  Swedish  res¬ 
cue  station  at  Galtaback,  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  places  on  the  Swedish 
west  coast,  a  new  motor  lifeboat  dis¬ 
playing  several  interesting  features. 
The  boat  is  owned  by  the  Swedish  Na¬ 
tional  Lifeboat  Association,  and  is  of  a 
type  successfully  used  in  Holland  and 
Denmark.  It  has  a  length  of  33  feet, 
and  a  beam  of  9  feet  6  inches.  It  has  a 
double-skin  planking  of  Honduras  ma¬ 
hogany,  with  oilcloth  in  between.  Cen¬ 
ter  keel,  two  side  keels,  ribs,  stems,  and 
decks  are  of  oak.  It  is  self-bailing  and 
made  unsinkable  through  installation  of 
air  tanks  of  copper.  A  Hesselman  en¬ 
gine  gives  a  speed  of  9  knots,  and  is 
enclosed  in  a  watertight  compartment. 
Air  is  supplied  through  tubes  ending  in 
the  top  of  the  stem  and  stern,  and  the 
exhaust  pipe  is  provided  with  two  self¬ 
acting  Ohio  valves,  which  make  it  im¬ 
possible  for  water  to  penetrate  into  the 
engine  and  stop  it.  The  boat  also  car¬ 
ries  sails,  and  life-saving  equipment  of 
the  most  modern  type.  The  Swedish 
National  Lifeboat  Association  is  an  en¬ 
tirely  voluntary  body.  It  has  at  pres¬ 
ent  201  rescue  stations,  equipped  with  12 
motor  lifeboats  and  6  rowing  lifeboats. 

COAST  GUARD  CLOSES  EL  PASO 
AIR  STATION 

Officers,  men,  and  equipment  of  the 
El  Paso,  Tex.,  air  station  of  the  Coast 
Guard,  have  been  reassigned  to  other 
stations  on  the  east  and  west  coasts, 
and  the  El  Paso  station  officially  closed. 
This  action  has  come  as  the  result  of 
the  demand  for  aviation  personnel  in 
connection  with  the  enforcement  of  neu¬ 
trality,  and  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
a  decrease  in  smuggling  activities  along 


the  United,  States-Mexico  border  in  re¬ 
cent  months.  Custody  of  the  hangar 
at  El  Paso  has  been  released  to  the 
United  States  Army. 

NEWBURYPORT  HARBOR  LIGHT¬ 
HOUSE  TWELFTH  LIGHTHOUSE 

TO  BE  BUILT  IN  THE  UNITED 

STATES 

Newburyport  Harbor  Lighthouse,  on 
Plumb  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Merri¬ 
mack  River  and  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  was  the 
twelfth  lighthouse  to  be  erected  in  what 
is  now  the  United  States.  It,  or  rather 
they,  for  there  were  two  lighthouses 
here,  were  the  last  lighthouses  to  be 
erected  by  either  a  colony  or  a  State  be¬ 
fore  the  passing  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  August  7,  1789,  by  which  the  newly 
formed  Federal  Government  assumed 
jurisdiction  over  lighthouses  and  all 
other  aids  to  navigation. 

An  early  history  of  the  region  of  New¬ 
buryport  states  that  two  beacons  were 
in  existence  on  Plumb  Island  at  the 
harbor  mouth  before  the  lighthouses 
were  built,  and  says  that  these  beacons 
were  built  in  1783.  It  further  states 
that  lanterns  were,  on  occasion,  placed 
on  these  beacons.  There  seem  to  be  no 
other  documents  substantiating  this 
early  history,  but  with  regard  to  the 
building  of  the  first  lighthouses  history 
is  more  specific,  for  the  Massachusetts 
Assembly,  on  November  16,  1787,  passed 
an  act  for  the  building  of  such  struc¬ 
tures,  indicating  that  they  were  to  be 
on  the  north  end  of  Plumb  Island. 

One  of  the  earliest  accounts  of  the 
lighthouses,  other  than  the  legal  rec¬ 
ords  surrounding  their  establishment,  is 
a  notation  in  the  diary  of  William 
Bentley,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  East 
Church,  Salem,  Massachusetts.  Bent¬ 
ley’s  diaries  are  now  in  the  Essex  In¬ 
stitute,  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and 
the  part  covering  the  year  1788  contains 
the  following : 

“April  14,  1788.  Two  lighthouses  on 
north  end  of  Plumb  Island,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Merrimack.  To  go  over  Newbury 
Bar,  observing  the  tide  keep  two  lights 
in  one,  till  within  two  lengths  of  the 
shore,  then  coursing  by  the  beach,  there 
is  a  safe  anchoring  near  the  western 
Lighthouse  in  3  fathoms.  A  vessel  near 
the  rocks  of  Cape  Ann,  called  the  Sal¬ 
vages,  steering  N.  W.  five  leagues  will 
come  up  with  the  Bar  in  10  fathoms. 
There  is  good  anchorage  in  12  fathoms 
V>  a  league  short  of  the  Bar.  The 
Lighthouses  East  and  West  of  each 
other  are  constructed  to  move  as  the 
Bar  shifts.” 
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This  constitutes  the  earliest  known 
record  of  the  use  of  range  lights  in  the 
United  States,  that  is,  two  lighthouses 
placed  in  proximity  to  each  other  and 
in  such  a  manner  that  a  ship  offshore 
so  placing  herself  that  the  lights  appear 
in  line  or  “as  one,”  can  sail  on  a  defi¬ 
nite  course.  There  had  been  earlier  use 
of  “twin  lights,”  but  in  such  cases  the 
two  towers  were  employed  as  a  means 
of  distinguishing  the  light  from  others 
in  the  vicinity  and  not  to  form  a  range. 

There  is  strong  indication  that  the 
first  lighthouses  at  Plumb  Island  were 
constructed  of  wood,  for  in  1809  the 
Federal  Government  found  it  necessary 
to  rebuild  them,  and  Congress  made  an 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  in  that 
year,  the  money  being  expended  in  1810. 
Again,  in  1838,  Congress  was  asked  for 
money  to  rebuild  the  lighthouses,  but 
the  money  expended  that  time  amounted 
to  less  than  a  thousand  dollars.  For 
the  next  35  years  the  history  of  the 
lighthouses  seems  to  be  rather  unevent¬ 
ful,  but  in  1877  the  records  of  the  light¬ 
house  contain  an  interesting  account  of 
the  introduction  of  kerosene  oil  as  an 
illuminant,  this  being  the  period  when 
the  lighthouse  authorities  were  cau¬ 
tiously  making  tests  of  this  new  type 
of  illuminant.  The  records  contain  the 
following : 

“In  the  front  light  the  lard-oil  lamp 
has  been  replaced  by  a  lamp  burning 
mineral  oil.  The  results  thus  far  have 
been  satisfactory.  The  oil  is  not  af¬ 
fected  by  cold  weather,  does  not  require 
trimming  of  the  lamp  during  the  night, 
and  its  illuminating  power  is  superior 
to  that  of  the  lard-oil  lamp  in  former 
use.” 

The  white  conical  lighthouse  which 
stands  at  the  entrance  to  Newburyport 
today  was  erected  in  1898.  It  is  a  single 
light,  of  comparatively  modest  candle- 
power,  the  ranging  purposes  now  being 
served  by  two  separate  and  additional 
sets  of  structures  nearby. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  NAUTI¬ 
CAL  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE 
COAST  GUARD 

The  consolidation  of  the  Lighthouse 
Service  with  the  Coast  Guard  has 
brought  about  important  changes  in  the 
compilation,  issuance,  and  distribution 
of  publications  dealing  with  the  navi¬ 
gational  aids,  publications  which  are 
used  in  the  operation  of  Coast  Guard 
vessels,  and  which  are  also  used  by  all 
other  types  of  vessels  navigating  United 
States  waters.  The  following  remarks 
are  descriptive  of  these  nautical  publi¬ 
cations  and  the  machinery  existing  for 
their  sale  and  distribution. 


The  nautical  publications,  for  general 
use,  which  now  bear  the  seal  of  the 
Coast  Guard,  are  as  follows : 

Light  Lists 

Light  List,  North  Atlantic  Coast. 

Light  List,  South  Atlantic  Coast. 

Light  List,  Pacific  Coast. 

Light  List,  Great  Lakes. 

Light  List,  Mississippi  River  and 
Tributaries. 

Light  List,  Intracoastal  Waterway. 

Notices  to  Mariners 

Notice  to  Mariners  (Coastal  Waters 
and  U.  S.  Possessions). 

Notice  to  Mariners,  Great  Lakes. 

Local  Notices  to  Mariners. 

Radiobeacon  Charts 

Radiobeacon  Chart,  Atlantic  coast. 

Radiobeacon  Chart,  Pacific  coast. 

Radioheacon  Chart,  Great  Lakes. 

General  Information 

The  Maintenance  of  Aids  to  Marine 
Navigation  by  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard. 

Buoys  in  Waters  of  the  United  States. 

The  various  Light  Lists,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  Mississippi  River  list,  of 
which  five  volumes  are  published,  con¬ 
tain  the  information  required  by  mari¬ 
ners  regarding  the  lighthouses,  light¬ 
ships,  buoys,  radiobeacons,  and  other 
navigational  aids.  This  data  includes 
the  official  name  of  the  aid,  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  its  light,  sound,  and  radio 
signals,  its  structural  appearance,  posi¬ 
tion,  and  dimensions  for  taking  angles. 
Lighted  aids  to  navigation  are  grouped 
in  the  front  of  each  volume  and  ar¬ 
ranged  in  geographic  order.  Unlighted 
aids  are  placed  in  a  separate  section  at 
the  end  of  each  volume.  In  the  Intra¬ 
coastal  Waterway  List  all  aids  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  one  series. 

The  Light  Lists  are  reprinted  an¬ 
nually,  all  changes  in  the  aids  which 
have  been  made  during  the  previous  12 
months,  having  been  duly  recorded,  so 
that  the  list  is  an  accurate  description 
of  the  navigational  aids  on  the  date  to 
which  corrected.  Material  for  the  cor¬ 
rection  of  the  Light  Lists  is  continually 
in  process  of  compilation.  It  is  ob¬ 
tained  largely  from  the  offices  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  commanders,  and  is  assembled  and 
coordinated  at  headquarters.  C;  m- 
munications  from  the  general  public 
regarding  any  discovered  deficiencies 
are  invited  and  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Commandant,  United  States  Coast 
Guard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  either  direct 
or  through  district  commanders. 
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Light  Lists  have  been  placed  on  a 
sales  basis,  and  requests  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  enclosing  the  appropriate 
payment.  Prices  of  the  various  volumes 
are  printed  on  the  title  pages, 'and  vary 
downward  from  a  maximum  of  75  cents 
for  the  Light  List,  North  Atlantic  coast. 
Prices  may  vary  slightly  from  year  to 
year. 

Notices  to  Mariners  are  published  in 
two  forms,  printed  Notices  issued  week¬ 
ly,  and  mimeographed  local  Notices  is¬ 
sued  as  frequently  as  required.  A 
printed  Notice  to  Mariners,  covering  all 
United  States  waters  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  system,  is  published  weekly 
at  Washington,  and  mailed  regularly  to 
mariners  who  have  requested  copies. 
A  printed  Notice  to  Mariners  for  the 
Great  Lakes  region  only  is  published 
and  mailed  by  the  Office  of  the  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Cleveland  Coast  Guard 
District.  Local  Notices  to  Mariners,  in 
mimeographed  form,  are  issued  by  the 
various  district  commanders,  and  sent 
to  those  in  need  of  local  data  chiefly. 
Local  Notices  and  Poster  Notices  to 
Mariners  are  also  posted  in  various  pub¬ 
lic  places.  Notices  to  Mariners  contain 
information  regarding  changes  in  the 
navigational  aids,  and  serve  to  notify 
mariners  of  such  changes,  as  well  as  fur¬ 
nishing  the  means  for  mariners  to  keep 
their  copies  of  the  Light  Lists  and 
charts  at  all  times  up  to  date.  Local 
Notices  frequently  contain  information 
regarding  temporary  changes  or  discrep¬ 
ancies  in  aids,  such  data  not  being  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  printed  Notices  when  it  is 
known  that  the  condition  will  be  recti¬ 
fied  promptly. 

Mariners  and  others  having  a  definite 
.  need  for  Notices  to  Mariners  may  have 
their  names  added  to  the  appropriate 
mailing  lists  by  applying  to  the  Com¬ 
mandant,  United  States  Coast  Guard, 
Washington,  D.  C.  They  are  requested 
to  specify  their  exact  needs  so  that  they 
may  be  sent  the  most  suitable  informa¬ 
tion.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  Notices 
to  Mariners. 

Radiobeacon  charts,  of  a  size  suitable 
for  framing  and  posting  in  the  pilot¬ 
houses  of  ships,  are  published  and  am 
available  without  cost  to  all  ships  fitted 
with  radio  direction  finders.  Separate 
charts  are  available  for  the  Atlantic 
coast,  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  Great 
Lakes.  These  charts  are  intended  only 
to  facilitate  the  identification  of  the 
various  radiobeacon  stations,  and  con¬ 
tain  information  regarding  frequency 
and  times  of  sending.  These  charts  are 
revised  and  reissued  annually. 


To  acquaint  the  general  public  with  the 
present  procedure  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  aids  to  marine  navigation  and  the 
taking  over  of  this  function  by  the 
Coast  Guard,  there  is  available  the 
following  8-page  pamphlet,  wdiich  is 
distributed  without  charge :  The  Main¬ 
tenance  of  Aids  to  Marine  Navigation 
by  the  United  States  Coast  Guard. 

For  use  in  instruction  of  those  taking 
up  the  study  of  seamanship  and  navi¬ 
gation  there  has  been  issued  a  10-page 
pamphlet  on  buoyage,  having  a  two- 
color  illustration,  and  being  available 
for  distribution  without  charge.  The 
title  of  this  publication  is :  “Buoys  in 
Waters  of  the  United  States.” 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  OFFERS 
BOOKS  TO  COAST  GUARD  PER¬ 
SONNEL  AND  FAMILIES 

The  American  Merchant  Marine  Li¬ 
brary  Association,  which  supplies  books 
and  magazines  to  ships  of  the  merchant 
marine,  and  which  has  extended  its  ac¬ 
tivities  to  also  cover  the  ships  and 
stations  of  the  Coast  Guard,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  has  supplies  of  reading 
matter  suitable  for  families,  including 
younger  children. 

In  order  that  personnel  of  all  stations 
and  ships  of  the  Coast  Guard  may  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  ob¬ 
tain  reading  matter  without  charge,  if 
they  so  desire,  districts  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  work  out  suitable  plans  for  the 
requisition  and  delivery  of  books  and 
magazines.  In  the  New  York  District, 
personnel  are  being  supplied  with  mimeo¬ 
graphed  order  forms  on  which  they  may 
indicate  the  number,  sex,  and  ages  of 
the  members  of  their  families,  and  any 
special  types  of  literature  desired. 
These  requisitions  are  being  forwarded 
to  the  district  commander,  the  libraries 
assembled  by  the  American  Merchant 
Marine  Library  Association,  and  sent  to 
designated  depots  for  delivery  through 
Coast  Guard  channels. 

OFFICERS  AND  ENLISTED  MEN 
OF  COAST  GUARD  ELIGIBLE 
FOR  GOVERNMENT  INSUR¬ 
ANCE 

Personnel  of  the  former  Lighthouse 
Service  who  are  enlisted,  appointed,  or 
commissioned  in  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard,  become  entitled,  with 
other  military  personnel  of  that  organi¬ 
zation,  to  avail  ■  themselves  of  the  var¬ 
ious  forms  of  insurance  provided 
through  the  Veterans’  Administration. 
Insurance  will  be  granted  without  med¬ 
ical  examination,  but  must  be  applied 
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for  within  120  days  from  enlistment  or 
entry  into  the  Coast  Guard,  and  be¬ 
fore  retirement,  discharge,  or  resigna¬ 
tion. 

Insurance  against  death  or  permanent 
disability  is  available  in  multiples  of 
$500  and  not  less  than  $1,000  or  more 
than  $10,000.  The  following  plans  of 
insurance  are  offered  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  :  Ordinary  life,  20-payment  life, 
30upayment  life,  20-year  endowment,  30- 
year  endowment,  endowment  at  age  of 
62,  and  5-year  convertible.  Applications 
for  insurance  may  be  made  to  the  Vet¬ 
erans’  Administration  through  Coast 
Guard  headquarters,  and  premiums  may 
be  paid  by  allotment  and  proper  de¬ 
ductions  from  pay,  upon  execution  of 
the  proper  forms. 

In  general,  the  various  forms  of  in¬ 
surance  offered  to  military  personnel 
are  available  at  rates  equally  or  more 
advantageous  than  other  insurance. 
Further  details  are  available  in  Article 
310  Pay  and  Supply  Instructions,  United 
States  Coast  Guard,  and  also  in  In¬ 
surance  Form  752,  distributed  by  the 
Veterans’  Administration  without 
charge,  and  entitled  Information  and 
Premium  Rates,  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  Life  Insurance. 

CANDIDATES  SOUGHT  EOR  1940 
ACADEMY  APPOINTMENTS 

The  Coast  Guard  has  for  several  years 
made  efforts  to  secure  more  candidates 
for  the  annual  examination  for  the 
Coast  Guard  Academy.  The  program 
initiated  in  1937  will  again  be  followed 
this  year,  and  officers  from  each  District 
are  being  designated  for  this  duty. 
Each  officer  is  provided  with  a  16-milli¬ 
meter  motion-picture  projector  and  sev¬ 
eral  films  which  they  will  show  to 
students  at  various  high  schools,  pre¬ 
paratory  schools,  and  colleges,  in  every 
State  of  the  United  States. 

The  results  of  this  program  have  been 
apparent  in  the  number  of  candidates 
who  have  competed  for  appointments 
during  the  past  several  years  subsequent 
to  the  more  stringent  requirements  de¬ 
manded  since  1935.  The  following  fig¬ 
ures  indicate  the  trends  in  recent  years  : 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Applicants _ 

1,  001 

1,  236 

1,283 

2,  484 

3,  126 

Applications  approved . 

468 

522 

539 

997 

1,398 

Completed  examina¬ 
tion,.  _ 

406 

449 

460 

859 

1. 189 

Passed  mental  exami¬ 
nation.  _ _  _ 

120 

102 

100 

125 

257 

Cadets  appointed _ 

74 

50 

48 

65 

124 

The  following  officers  have  been  as¬ 
signed  to  this  duty  : 

Cleveland  district,  Lt.  (J.  G.)  O.  D. 
Weed,  Jr. 

Norfolk  district,  Lt.  C.  A.  A.  Ander¬ 
son. 

Chicago  district,  Lt.  O.  C.  B.  Wev. 

Jacksonville  district,  Lt.  (J.  G.)  G.  R. 
Reynolds. 

New  Orleans  district,  Ensign  M.  A. 
Whalen. 

New  York  district,  Lt.  P.  D.  Mills. 

Seattle  district,  Lt.  (J.  G.)  F.  M.  Mc¬ 
Cabe. 

St.  Louis  district,  Lt.  Comdr.  L.  H. 
Baker. 

Academy,  Lt.  J.  S.  Merriman,  Jr.  (or 
other  officer  selected  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Academy). 

San  Francisco  district,  Lt.  D.  T. 
Adams. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Headquar¬ 
ters  is  now  mailing  to  each  accredited 
high  school  throughout  the  country  an 
announcement  of  the  forthcoming  cadet 
examination,  which  will  be  held  May 
15-16,  1940. 

LIGHTHOUSE  DESTROYED  BY 
FIRE 

Cobb  Point  Lighthouse,  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Potomac  River,  Md.,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  December  7,  the 
two  keepers  escaping  with  only  minor 
burns.  This  lighthouse,  of  a  type  fre¬ 
quently  seen  in  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
tributary  waters,  consisted  of  a  square 
wooden  house,  containing  quarters  for 
the  keeper,  mounted  on  iron  screw  piles. 
It  stood  in  6  feet  of  water  on  the  shoal 
making  off  from  Cobb  Island.  The 
structure  was  erected  in  1889,  and  was 
both  a  light  and  fog  signal  station.  A 
temporary  light  has  been  established 
on  the  remains  of  the  pile  foundation. 

CHANGES  IN  ASSIGNMENT 

November  23  to  December  23 

Rear  Admiral  H.  F.  Johnson,  Head¬ 
quarters,  reappointed  engineer-in-chief 
with  rank  of  rear  admiral  for  a  period 
of  4  years  from  December  18,  1939. 

Deputy  Commissioner  of  Lighthouses 
C.  A.  Park,  Headquarters,  commissioned 
captain,  with  rank  from  December  1, 
1939. 

Chief  Engineer  R.  R.  Tinkham,  Head¬ 
quarters,  commissioned  captain,  with 
rank  from  December  1,  1939. 

The  following  former  Lighthouse 
Service  personnel  issued  commissions  in 
the  ranks  indicated  to  date  from  Decem¬ 
ber  1  1939: 
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COMMANDERS 

Roscoe  House,  Cleveland  district. 

F.  P.  Dillon,  Cleveland  district. 

E.  C.  Merrill,  New  Orleans  district. 

N.  C.  Manyen,  Norfolk  district. 

G.  B.  Skinner,  Chicago  district. 

F.  C.  Hingsburg,  Seattle  district. 

W.  H.  Barton,  San  Juan  district. 

G.  W.  Hitchens,  New  York  district. 
R.  L.  Hankinson,  Headquarters. 

LIEUTENANT  COMMANDERS 

F.  W.  Ockenfels,  New  York  district. 

C.  F.  Ganong,  Seattle  district. 

L.  M.  Harding,  Headquarters. 

M.  G.  Jory,  Norfolk  district. 

A.  M.  Zibilich,  New  Orleans  district. 

D.  A.  Chase,  Cleveland  district. 

F.  R.  Bellomy,  Cleveland  district. 

LIEUTENANTS 

H.  E.  Litchfield,  New  York  district. 

W.  G.  Wallace,  Jacksonville  district. 
Thomas  Sampson,  Boston  district. 

H.  B.  Haskins,  Jacksonville  district. 

H.  S.  Salzer,  New  Orleans  district. 

V.  C.  Gibson,  Boston  district. 

R.  G.  Lamb,  New  York  district. 

G.  C.  Balzer,  Boston  district. 

C.  R.  Monteiro,  Seattle  district. 

H.  D.  Wear,  Cleveland  district. 

D.  J.  Lucinski,  New  York  district. 

G.  A.  Piper,  New  York  district. 

LIEUTENANTS  (JG.) 

H.  L.  Durgin,  Boston  district. 

J.  R.  Davis,  New  YTork  district. 

E.  S.  Gordon,  Cleveland  district. 

M.  W.  Caskey,  Seattle  district. 

F.  A.  Tinsler,  Cleveland  district. 

J.  S.  Loewus,  New  York  district. 

J.  A.  Ciccolella,  Headquarters. 

R.  S.  Feola,  Boston  district. 

II.  W.  Schleiter,  Norfolk  district. 

R.  H.  Fairman,  New  York  district. 

ENSIGNS 

T.  G.  Byrne,  New  York  district. 

L.  G.  Haverland,  Cleveland  district. 
Chief  Boatswain  Martin  Christensen, 
detached  Antietam,  effective  about  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1940,  and  assigned  Milwaukee 
depot  as  commanding  officer. 

Chief  Boatswain  J.  M.  Vincent,  de¬ 
tached  Harriet  Lane  and  assigned  com¬ 
mand  of  Southwest  Harbor  Base,  Maine. 

Chief  Boatswain  (L)  D.  A.  Furst,  de¬ 
tached  Michigan  City  station,  effective 
when  directed  by  commander,  Chicago 
district,  and  assigned  Ludington  station 
as  officer-in-charge. 

Boatswain  (T)  John  Donnelly,  'Neme¬ 
sis,  issued  permanent  appointment  as 


boatswain,  with  rank  from  September 
21,  1939. 

Boatswain  (T)  C.  V.  Morse,  Frederick 
Lee ,  issued  permanent  appointment  as 
boatswain,  with  rank  from  October  1, 

1939. 

Ray  A.  Hansberry,  to  engineer,  tender 
Cedar. 

Theodore  Munson,  to  engineer  on 
tender  Hemlock. 

David  N.  Mims,  to  engineer  lightship 
No.  109. 

Edward  J.  McSwigin,  to  engineer, 
lightship  No.  106. 

Gustav  Nord,  to  master,  tender 

Linden. 

Edwin  E.  Holm,  to  master,  tender 
Mistletoe. 

Carroll  B.  Gray,  to  engineer,  tender 
Mistletoe. 

Eddie  B.  Mason,  to  master,  tender 

Narcisscus. 

The  following  chief  electrician’s  mates 
issued  acting  appointments  as  electri¬ 
cians  : 

P.  R.  Ilayman,  Jacksonville  district. 

R.  S.  Erickson,  Norfolk  district. 

RETIRED 

Capt.  H.  G.  Fisher,  detached  Cleve¬ 
land  district,  relieved  from  all  active 
duty  and  placed  on  the  retired  list,  effec¬ 
tive  January  1,  1940. 

Chief  Boatswain  (L)  Daniel  Magnus- 
sen,  detached  Old  Chicago  station,  re¬ 
lieved  from  all  active  duty  and  placed 
on  the  retired  list,  effective  Januarv  1, 

1940. 

Chief  Gunner  L.  J.  Shea,  detached 
New  York  district,  relieved  from  all 
active  duty  and  placed  on  the  retired 
list,  effective  January  1,  1940. 

Chief  Boatswain  (L)  Abram  Wessel, 
detached  Chicago  district,  relieved  from 
all  active  duty  and  placed  on  the  retired 
list,  effective  January  1,  1940. 

Chief  Boatswain  (L)  C.  E.  Peckham, 
detached  Ditch  Plain  station,  relieved 
from  all  active  duty  and  placed  on  the 
retired  list,  effective  January  1,  1940. 

Chief  Machinist  M.  J.  Knudsen,  de¬ 
tached  Pequot,  relieved  from  all  active 
duty  and  placed  on  the  retired  list,  effec¬ 
tive  January  1,  1940. 

Pierre  O.  Morel,  engineer,  tender  Sun¬ 
flower,  retired. 

Fred  L.  Carroll,  engineer,  lightship 
No.  106,  retired. 

DIED 

Boatswain  (L)  W.  P.  Paine,  retired, 
died  at  North  Truro,  Mass. 

Lighthouse  Keeper  William  T.  Donald, 
retired,  died  December  11. 
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